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      What Will Grow This New Year 
 
With the New Year celebrations come the inevitable 

challenges to make a “new you” for yourself. Whether it be new fitness                                
routines or vitamin supplements, this time of year is always so predictable. We 
are told that it is time to remake ourselves in our own image; whatever image 
that may be. 
 
It’s amazing how that drive to remake ourselves goes back to Adam & Eve. 
Even though they were made in God’s own image and likeness, they desired 
to remake themselves and, as the devil promised, become like their own little 
gods. It’s a good thing for us that the celebration of New Year’s (and every-
thing that often gets dragged along with it) comes on the heels of Christmas. 
During Christmas we sing all of our favorite Christmas carols that remind us 
of what Christ came to do in this world. One of those hymns, Joy to the 
World, has this very relevant stanza for us: 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

This singular stanza reaches all the way back to Genesis. It speaks of the 
“curse” of the Fall into Sin. It speaks of “thorns” infesting the cursed ground. 
But this stanza also speaks of something wonderful. This stanza speaks of the 
Christ coming and bringing blessings; blessings that continually flow over His 
church from His pierced side. It is from out of this sacrifice of Jesus that the 
greatest blessing occurs which this stanza also speaks of. The stanza says, “No 
more let sins and sorrows grow.” 
 
We have no idea what will “grow” in this new year. We hope it is filled with 
good days, but I bet it is safe to say there will be trying times. Thanks to 
Christ though, what will grow in this new year are not our sins, but the                      
forgiveness of our sins. Thanks to Christ, what will grow this new year are not 
sorrows, but a grief that is mingled with the precious hope of the resurrection 
of the dead which provides us the greatest of comforts. 
 
As we begin this new year, may all of us rally together around the promises of 
Christ, trusting Him in all times no matter what may befall us this coming 
year. May we now, and always, give thanks to Christ who continually “comes 
to make His blessings flow”! 
 
Blessings, 

Pastor Becky 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
Our World situation 
Gil’s Hills Ministries 

Others to keep in prayer: 
 

 Brad Allen 

 Wayne Botens 

 Frank Calcagno 

 Hazel Cornell 
 David Edwards 

 Mary Jane Gerstung 

 Don Hall 

 David Halstead 

 Donna Hart 

 Bernie Hawks 
 Andrew James 

 Katie Kellogg 

 Family & friends of Gabby Kranock 

 Kevin Kranock 

 Helen Middaugh 
 Mark Middaugh 

 Nellie Moses 

 Justin Murphy 

 Keith Pierce 

 JoAnn Viglietta 

 Clint Wilder 
 Doris Kellogg Wyant 

  

 

 Please keep our prayer list           
up to date.  
 
If someone should be added or                         

removed from the prayer list, please                       
submit their name in writing.   

Thank you! 
 

Janaury             
Helping 

Hands 
 

 
Power Point: 
Rob Cornell 
 
Pianist: 
Holly Scoville 
 
Altar Guild: 
Holly Scoville 
 

 Statistics            Needed:  $1,970             

 
Date    Worship    SS      Offering 

  12/3        30          4        $1,992.00   

                       Gil’s Hills    $    50.00  

  12/10      34          4        $2,050.00 

              UM Student Day  $     10.00 

  12/17      33          4        $2,133.00 

  12/24      33          - 

 Christmas Eve Service 42 

  
 
 

 
 

Sue Simmons is the UMW’s    
Cheer Person.  If you know of 
someone who needs a note of 

cheer, please call her at                  
585-968-1135.     

15- Vanessa Clement  
16 - Rev. Bob Beard  
17 - Amanda (Clayson) Ryder  
18 - Janet Enderle  
19 - Butch Holden  
25 - Peter Simmons  
30 - Pastor Becky Worth  
31 - Bernie Hawks  

Gabriel “Gabby” 
Kranock, passed away on, 
December 12, 2023.                    
Funeral Services were held 
on December 16, 2023 at 
Mark F. Rinker Funeral 
home & Memorial Service 
in Cuba.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Church Secretary: 
 
Thank you so much to all 
my church family for the 
Christmas cards and gifts. 
  
 Happy New Year to all! 
 

                           Jim 
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TATER DIPPED VEGGIES 
Sue Simmons 
 
1 cup instant potato flakes 
½ tsp. celery salt 
1/3 cup greated Parmesan cheese 
¼ tsp. garlic powder 
¼ cup margerine or butter (melted and cooled) 
2 eggs 
4-5 cups raw bite size veggies. (mushrooms, peppers, zuccini, 
carrots, parboiled broccoli and cauliflower) 
 
Combine potato flakes, cheese, celery salt, garlic powder and 
butter.  In another bowl, beat eggs.  Dip veggies into egg 
mixture, then potato mixture. Coat well.  Put on ungreased 
baking sheet.  Bake at 400° 
for 25 minutes. Serve with ranch dip. 

 
 
Churches in the area have reported scams. 
Texts have been received from the 
spammer, using a (716) area code number 
(there could be others), purporting to be 
from the pastor of the church with an                   
immediate discreet need, requesting that 
the congregant purchase gift cards for a 
family experiencing cancer issues, that the 
cards will be picked up, and the congregant 
will be reimbursed.  The text is addressed 
to the first name of the recipient, so it                  
appears to be legitimate.  
 
This type of spam also can occur with  
similar, but different scenarios and can be  
by email. 

If you receive one of these scams, do not 

respond, and delete the text or email. 

 
 
 
 
We take an offering  for Gil’s Hills Ministry 
on the last Sunday of each month.    
    
 Located in Wellsville, Gil’s Hills  specializes in serving  
children and youth who are in need of special  attention in  
some way. The staff & volunteers at Gil's Hills are serious 
 about helping kids by communicating the love of God 
while providing friendship, counseling, and service.  
 
Their website is: www.gilshills.org 
 
 

Frequently needed items: 
 

Chicken Noodle Soup 
Pudding Cups 

Canned Peaches 
Nacho Cheese Sauce 
Mini Chocolate Chips 

Crystal Light Drink Mix 
Chicken Nuggets 
Little Debbie Snacks 

Oreos 
Paper Products 
Plastic Silverware   
 
                  Gift Cards to Tops or Giant 
 

     

Mac n Cheese 
Ranch Dressing 
Ketchup 
Hot Dogs 
Breakfast Sausage 
Tator Tots 
Pancake Mix 
Syrup 
Taco Sauce 
Tuna Fish 
Chips 
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  Sunday Worship Services are streamed live at 11:00 am                  
   on our website, www.cubaumc.org  
 
 Also on our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Cuba-United-Methodist-Church-533879670015081 

 
                                     

 
  

Services are archived on our 
website and on Facebook. 

Holiday Assistance 2023 
 
      The Holiday Assistance program, sponsored by the Cuba Council of Churches, 
assisted 43 families which included over 100 children this year.   In addition, three 
families who were not able to be served by the program were referred to the Cuba 
UMW for assistance.  Generous contributions to the Food Pantry from you and                 
others in the community allowed each family to receive three bags of groceries               
and a few families with a larger number of children received additional bags (up to 
5)! Members of the congregation from Our Lady of Angels R.C Church contributed 
hats and mittens for the families to select as needed. The Toys for Kids campaign allowed for gifts 
of new toys and clothing.  A charitable ‘angel’ provided new socks, slippers and other footwear 
that families could select if there was a need.  
 
     On December 6th, six community volunteers arrived at the Baptist Church to help prepare for 
the food distribution and arrangements of the tables/gifts in the fellowship hall. They then joined 
the ‘bucket brigade’ with the selected 5th grade students and school staff to help bring in the food 
contributions from the Cuba-Rushford School population. This food helped to supplement the 
packed bags of groceries, as well as beginning to restock the empty food pantry shelves. The well 
–mannered students were treated to hot chocolate donated by the Perfect Blend as well as home 
baked cookies.   Because of a funeral in the Church sanctuary that Wednesday afternoon, the C-R 
middle/high school girls’ cheer team members worked quickly and quietly to move the numbered 
packed bags from the stage area to the tables for distribution. They, too, were treated to some 
cookies.  
 
   On Thursday, Pastors Bill Beck and Jon Ward completed the paper work for the vouchers to                   
Giant, Cuba Pharmacy and Family Dollar with the families as they came at their appointed times.  
“Ms. Santa Claus” and other helpers assisted families in carrying grocery bags and toy bags to 
their various transportation conveyances.  Many hands working together helped 43 families have           
a merrier Christmas. 
 
                                                                                     Peggy Pearce and Holly Scoville 
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CUBA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
49 EAST MAIN ST. • CUBA, NY 14727 
WWW.CUBAUMC.ORG• PASTOR BECKY WORTH 

The Shepherd’s Messenger is a publication of the 
Cuba United Methodist Church, and is published 
monthly to report news & keep members and friends 
informed of church programs and events. Deadline 
for article submission is the third Monday of each 
month at noon. Please email articles to Editor’s 
email address, or drop articles off to the church 
office.  

 

Editor/Secretary:   Jim Travis 
e-mail: cubasec@roadrunner.com 
Office Hours:  
Mon.-Thu. 8 am - 1 pm                 

 

 

Church Mailing address:   
Cuba United Methodist Church 
49 East Main Street, Cuba, NY 14727    
          (585) 968-1041 
 

Please visit our Website:                   
www.cubaumc.org  

 
Pastor Becky Worth: 
Cell Phone: (716) 307-1768 
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