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By the time you will be reading 
this, you will most likely have already 
sung the traditional New Year’s Eve 
Song of “Auld Lang Syne” and the 
Rose Parade is over.   

So what does all this New Year’s 
“stuff” mean for us?  The celebration 
of the new year is the oldest of all  
holidays. It was first observed in     
ancient Babylon about 4000 years 
ago. In the years around 2000 BC, the 
Babylonian New Year began with the 
first New Moon (actually the first visi-
ble crescent) after the Vernal Equinox 
(first day of spring). The beginning of 
spring is a logical time to start a new 
year. After all, it is the season of        
rebirth, of planting new crops, and of 
blossoming. January 1, on the other 
hand, has no astronomical nor         
agricultural significance. It is purely 
arbitrary.  The Babylonian new year 
celebration lasted for eleven days. 
Each day had its own particular mode 
of celebration, but it is safe to say that 
modern New Year's Eve festivities pale 
in comparison.  

The Romans continued to observe 
the new year in late March, but their 
calendar was continually tampered 
with by various emperors so that the    
calendar soon became out of synchro-
nization with the sun.  

In order to set the calendar right, 
the Roman senate, in 153 BC,         
declared January 1 to be the           
beginning of the new year. But       
tampering continued until Julius  
Caesar, in 46 BC, established what 
has come to be known as the Julian 
Calendar. It again established     
January 1 as the new year. But in    
order to synchronize the calendar with 
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the sun, Caesar had to let the previ-
ous year drag on for 445 days. 

THE CHURCH'S VIEW OF NEW 
YEAR CELEBRATIONS: Although in 
the first centuries of AD the  Romans 
continued celebrating the new year, 
the early Catholic Church condemned 
the festivities as paganism. But as 
Christianity became more widespread, 
the early church began having its own 
religious observances concurrently 
with many of the pagan celebrations, 
and New Year's Day was no different. 
New Years is still observed as the 
Feast of Christ's Circumcision by 
some denominations.  

During the Middle Ages, the 
Church remained opposed to celebrat-
ing New Years. January 1 has been 
celebrated as a holiday by Western  
nations for only about the past 400 
years. 

So now we know about the past 
but does anyone know anything about 
2007 and the church?  I dare say that 
not only don’t we know but most of us 
haven’t even thought about it. We 
need too.  Thinking about it won’t 
suddenly send us from the future of 
the unknown to that of the known but 
we could very easily affect the future 
of our church.   

In thinking this week about our 
retreat, I thought that maybe we 
should have a focus for this coming 
year.  Our focus, I believe, should be 
PRAYER.  I mean the down on your 
knees type of prayer.  Communicating 
with God is a sure and certain way to 
affect not only the life of our church 
but also our individual lives as well.  
By concentrating on our prayer life we 
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Prayer Requests 
Our World situation 
Annie Amundson 
Peter Austin (cousin of Butch Pfouts) 
Alicia & Michael Bradley & family 
Jim Carll 
Bishop Fisher 
Gloria Fridman 
Julio Fuentis 
Mark Harrington  
 (Marge Bly’s grandson) 
Julie Hawks 
Cheryl Holden (Butch Holden’s wife) 
Russell Ink  
 (Doris Kellogg’s brother-in-law) 
Francis Jackson 
Judie Jarbeck 
Dale Kamery   

(Sandy LaFever’s brother) 
Jeff Kellogg (Doris Kellogg’s son) 
Chad Ketchner  

 (Butch & Mary Ann Pfouts’ nephew) 
Dr. Mark Kozubowski   

 (Jean Bowers’ son-in-law) 
Karen Kunz & Family 
Kelly LaFever  

 (Sandy LaFever’s daughter-in-law) 
Bruce Metler 
Bill Ricci 
The Rothfus Family  
Kathy Rudy 
Patricia Smith (Caryn Rix’ mom) 
Lois Starkey 
Cathy Warner  
 (friend of Cherri Quattrini’s) 
Ron Woolridge 
Virginia Zayac 

 
to those at home... 

Leslie Arnold 
Ernestine Green 
Alice Sweet 
Adaline Wakefield 

to those at other residences… 
Cuba CMH: 

Lucille Wildrick 
Eden Heights: 
 Dorothy ‘Dee’ Petit 
 Gladys McIntosh 
 Bernice Lackey 
The Pines: 
 Ruth Ella White 
Waters of Houghton 
 John Lawton 

Waters of Westfield 
  Dawn Durkee 

Military personnel and their  
families...  

Daniel Bunk 
Brad Frank 
Karl Linderman 
Brian Martin 
Greg Rogers 
Stephan Westfall 

 

Our continued prayers go out to 
ALL military personnel who are 
serving our country by active duty 
& reserve status, both in the 
States, and abroad. Our List of 
Military Names is provided by the 
Weekly Prayer Group for our Mili-
tary men and women and our 
world situation. Gatherings are 
held on Monday’s at 7 p.m. at Our 
Lady of Angels Roman Catholic 
Church at 50 South Street in 
Cuba. All are welcomed to attend. 
For more information, contact Ray 
Perkins at 585-968-1467 
 

“Praying for Our Churches, Pas-
tors and Leadership” Mountain 
View   District:  

January: 
  7: District Lay Leader/ 
 Leslie Haggstrom 
14: Holland/Robert Zimmerman 
21: Hornell/Beth Kottemann 
28: Jasper/David Barnard 

 
Prayer List Update 
 

Please keep our prayer list up 
to date. We have had names on 
our list for some time now. 

Requests made in writing are 
preferred, to assure proper     
spelling. You can do this in the   
attendance pads on Sundays, or 
drop your request off at the    
office. If you call your request 
in, please spell out the name. 

Thank you in advance for your 
assistance on this. 

 

January Celebrations 
Birthdays: 
  2 - Jeff Hewitt 
  3 - Ernestine Green 
 Ericka McKelvey 
  4 - Eliana Whitford 
  8 - Mayme Giles 
 Chris Hulburt 
10 - Justin Freeman 
11 - Karl Hodge 
14 - Marcia Loftis 
 Ray McKelvey 
 Todd Mosher 
15- Lisa Ricci 
16 - Derek Edwards 
 Pat Kennedy 
 Kristin Whittaker 
17 - Amanda Clayson 
18 - Janet Enderle 
 Meghann Warren 
19 - Butch Holden 
20 - Erin LaFave 
 Brittany VanNess 
21 - Edward Dalton 
 Will Landon 
 Mary Naud 
 Brock Stadler 
 Thomas Steen 
23 - Jessica Clayson 
 Art Higby 
25 - Pete Simmons 
 Laurie Torpey  
 Maggie Watson 
26 - Carol Fisk 
 Pastor Sunny 
27 - Stacy James  
28 - Kayla Noll 
 Andrew Thornton 
30 - Diane Karle 
 Elizabeth Ray 
31 - Pearl Hamilton 
 Bernie Hawks 
 Kimberley Sweet 
 
Anniversaries: 
  8 - Butch & Mary Ann Pfouts 
16 - Leo & Christie Reynolds 
18 - Bruce & Patti Metler 
23 - Nick & Molly Axe 
 

 

Statistics 
 
Date SS Worship Offering 

11/26 24 80  $1,353.91 
12/03 28 82  $2,077.00 
12/10 27 83  $1,519.86 
12/17 29 84  $1,748.00 
12/24 29 116  $2,924.00 
12/24-Eve 130  $285.00* 

∗ to be divided between Gil’s Hills and Genesis House 

Special Offerings/Donations: 
AIM (Rothfus Family): 
 $423.00 
 

Elizabeth Program:  $50.00 
 

Heating System Fund: 
 $1,000.00 
 

Sunday School:  $250.00 
 

Youth Group:  $250.00 
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December Brunch 
Submitted by Cindy Dutton,  
President 
 

Twelve women filled with the     
holiday spirit gathered in the     

Fellowship Hall for brunch on        
Saturday December 9. Shirley Poore led the 

blessing before the women enjoyed a delightful 
brunch  prepared by hostesses Sue Simmons, Barb 
Johnston and Doris Kellogg. The table was festive 
with a Christmas centerpiece.  

Treasurer Joyce Enderle reported that enough 
money has been raised  to help a local family with 
four children with Christmas expenses.  The group 
discussed Coffee Hours, deciding that if they were 
less formal, people may be more willing to host. The 
Battistoni family  will be the first to follow this more 
casual format when they host a Christmas Eve coffee 
hour.  

The UMW will provide light refreshments for the 
winter retreat at the Church on  January 13. It will 
begin at 9am. Also, the group plans to have a No 
Bake Sale in February. Judy Zayac offered to Chair 
this fundraiser.  

Then the fellowship hall turned into a theater as 
the West Cuba Road Players entertained the group 
with a Readers’ Theater presentation of The Gift of 
the Magi. Deb Battistoni played Della with a good 
deal of humor, a “mustached” Maggie Watson was 
charming as Jim while Cindy Dutton was the narra-
tor. A very nice time was had by all!!  

Next meeting is at 9am on Saturday, January 
13. See you then!  

 
Shaping 2007 
Submitted by Pastor Sunny 
 

All Committee Chairs and All members of the 
Worship Committee are requested to attend a 
Church Retreat on Saturday January 13th begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m.  

We will sit down as a group and discuss the          
direction of our church and brainstorm on church 
growth. This will be a VERY important meeting, and 
your  attendance is greatly needed. Questions? See 
Pastor Sunny.  

 

New Member Classes 
 

Are you interested in becoming a member of our 
church family? Having you been a part of our family 
and would like to become an official member?  

If you are interested in becoming a member, 
please see Pastor Sunny. 
 

2007 Coffee/Fellowship Hours 
Submitted by Judy Zayac 
 

The UMW had a discussion in December and 
have decided that the coffee/fellowship times should 
be simpler.  We have Styrofoam cups and do not 
need to use the church dinnerware and wash dishes.  
The simpler, the better.    

The UMW consensus was that we don’t have to 
put out tables for people to sit at.  They were      
originally set up for those who can’t stand easily for 
the coffee time. We feel it is better for people to   
mingle and have an opportunity for “fellowship.” If 
two tables are set up in the middle of the room,    
people can serve themselves and there is no line 
down the steps to contend with. 

The best news…you don’t even 
have to bake.  The Keebler Elf does a 
great job!   

Bottom Line…Keep it simple 
and easy.  We are hoping that this 
will make it easier for us to get vol-
unteers to do coffee hours and make 
them a true “fellowship” opportunity. 

Thanks to all who help with these throughout 
the year. 

 

Year-End Reports / Directory 
Submitted by Cherri Quattrini 
 

To all Committee Chairs, please have your year-
end reports turned into the church office by Monday 
January 15th. Don’t forget about the written report 
too. Please see last years for ideas/layout. 

 

Member Directory 
Submitted by Cherri Quattrini 
 

The Year-End Report booklet contains colored 
pages with the Member Directory. Please be sure all 
your information is current with the church office. 
This would include address, phone number,       
birthdays and anniversaries. Deadline for any      
corrections/additions will be Monday January 15th. 

The directory should be made available by the 
beginning of February (providing all committees   
submit their reports by the deadline).  

Any questions, please call the 
church office, or email me at  
cubasec@adelphia.net 
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will grow deeper in our faith.  And if you have ever 
grown anything you know as well as I do that the 
root system being healthy and strong yields 
sweeter, larger, better fruit from the vines.  Also, if 
we learn better communication with God, then it 
stands to reason that our communication with each 
other will be clearer, kinder, better understood, and 
more loving.  Through prayer it is my fervent belief 
that whatever the New Year has to bring, whatever 
challenges come our way, we will be better 
equipped to handle them.  Handle them in a way 
that is productive, and pleasing to God, and will 
glorify God, and will tell the story of Jesus Christ to 
all those we meet. 

So enjoy your New Year’s celebration, the       
parade and the football games but when you go to 
bed on that first night of 2007, pray!!  Pray for our 
church family, pray for our community, pray for 
our children, pray for our world and pray for your-
self and Thank God for another year to tell the  
Gospel story.   

May your New Year hold many blessings, and 
may you have the strength, courage and God’s 
grace to live in a way that tells the world that you 
are a Child of the most high and holy God.    

Happy New Year!  Remember that God loves you 
and so do we!!! 

Pastor Sunny 
 

 
The new chief justice of the 
Supreme Court of the Philip-
pines is a United Methodist 
lay preacher. Chief Justice 
Reynato S. Puno, 66, was 
sworn into office by Philip-
pines President Gloria Maca-
pagal-Arroyo on Dec. 7,    
according to the court's     
official Web site. He was the 
most senior of the court's 14 
associate justices, replacing 
Artemio Panganiban. The 
Manila native is the adminis-
trative council chairman of 
Puno Memorial United 
Church. 

 

Adult Sunday School Class 
Submitted by Jeff Worst 
 

The Adult class is in the middle of studying the 
life of Paul using the book “To Live is Christ” by 
Beth Moore.   

New adult members are always welcome.  We 
are looking for our next topic to study.  If you have 
any topic that you would like to study please let us 
know. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Submitted by  
Dean Wildrick 

January Helping Hands  

Nursery 
  7:  
14:  
21:  
28:  
 

Ushers 
 
 

Acolytes 
  7: Brian Worst 
14: Josh Enderle 
21: Jasmyn Dorsey 
28: Christian Worst 
 

Altar Guild 
Not available at print time 
 

Greeters 
  7: 
14: 
21: 
28: 

Liturgist 
  7:  
14:  
21:  
28: 
 

Children’s Moment 
  7:  
14:  
21:  
28: 
 

Altar Flowers 
  7:  
14:  
21:  
28: 
 

Fellowship Hosts: 
14: Battistoni Families 

Cuba Cub Pack 708 
Submitted by Jeff Worst 
 

The Pack is in the middle of a New Year of fun 
and excitement of Cub Scouting.  The Pack would 
like to thank the church for all the pop cans and 
bottles that has been donated.  If you would like to 
donate, there is a box located in the coat rake area 
of the Green Street entrance.  The money raised is 
used to help the boys go to summer camp and 
other scouting activities through out the year.   

Boys may join the Pack at anytime during the 
year and is open for all boys in 1st through 5th 
grade.  Any questions please contact me. 

Please see  
Sandy Tsujimoto  

to sign up 

Please see sheets at the 
back of the Sanctuary 

to sign up 

Please see sheets at the 
back of the Sanctuary 

to sign up 

Please see sheets at the 
back of the Sanctuary 

to sign up 

Please see sheets at the 
back of the Sanctuary 

to sign up 

Calling New Delegates 
Submitted by Donna Lawton, Lay Member to 
WNY Annual Conference 
 

If you meet the Disciplinary Requirements and 
are interested in applying for Candidacy as a     
Delegate to the General Conference in 2008 (April 
23 - May 2 in Ft Worth, TX) and/or the Northeast-
ern Jurisdictional Conference in 2008 (July 13-18 
in Harrisburg, PA), PLEASE SEE BULLETIN 
BOARD!!! (DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS JANU-
ARY 16, 2007 - IN WNY CONFERENCE OFFICE!)  

Thank you!  
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The Shepherd’s Messenger is a publication of the Cuba United Methodist Church, and is published monthly to report 
news & keep members and friends informed of church programs and events.   

Deadline for article submission is the third Monday of each month at noon. Please email articles to Editor’s email 
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Editor/Secretary: Cherri Quattrini  e-mail: cubasec@adelphia.net  
 Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday: 9a to 1p 
 
Pastor: Rev. Sunny Mauser  e-mail:cubapastor@adelphia.net  
 Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 10a to 2p 
 
Church Entrance During Office Hours: Please use the ramp door facing E. Main Street. 
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